AHEPIKAVIKEG UOTOOUKAETEC OTNV
EAAGOa.

American motorcycles in Greece

Mavvng Aidtng

To mpwrto Bevdivokivnto éxnua npbe otnv EAAGSa
10 1895 ka1 ATaV pia TPIKUKAN JOTOOUKAETA TTIBavOTa-
Ta YOAAIKAG KOTAoKeURG. Eival dyvwoTo 1o TToTE fPpBE
n TTPWTN QUEPIKAVIKF JOTOOUKAETA oTn EAAGDQ, aAAG
£xouv Kataypagei poviéda Tou 1916 -1917. Ao 10
1927 kataypagovtal Harley Davidson pe peyaAUTe-
pn ouxvoTnTa Kal To KaAokaipl Tou 1928 eugpavidetal
dla@rpion TNG avTimpoowTriag Tng Harley Davidson
otnv EAAGOa. 'Exouv Kataypa@ei €TTiONG APKETEG
Indian kaBwg kai kamoleg Henderson, ACE, Reading
Standard, TTOU GUUTTANPWVOUV TNV YKAUO TWV OE-
PIKOVIKWY HJOTOOUKAETWV oTnv EAAGOQ TOU pecoTTO-
Aépou. O1 potooukAéTeg made in USA kepdilouv Tnv
OeUTePn B€0n OTIG EI0AYWYEG WETA TIG AyYAIKEG Kal
ep@avidovral Kupiwg pe sidecar. MNapdt Tav apkeTa
aKPIBEG O AUEPIKAVIKEG MOTOGUKAETEG NTOAV OPKETA
I0XUPEG Kal TTPOTIUMABONKAV KUPIWG yia Xprion Je KaAd-
61. ZToUG HOTOOUKAETIGTIKOUG QYWVEG TNG ETTOXNG TTOU
TAEIOYN@ia ATOV Ta EUPWTTATKA AYWVIOTIKA HOVTEAQ
ouppeTeixav kai kamoleg Harley-Davidson kai Indian
KUpiwg oTnVv Katnyopia sidecar.

Mia Harley Davidson J ota TéAn Tng dekaeTtiag Tou 20.
(PwTtoypagia atd 10 BIBAIo «H MOTOZYKAETA XTHN EAANAAA 1895-1944 )

AHarley Davidson J, ca. late 1920s.

Yannis Liapis

The first gasoline-powered vehicle came to Greece
in 1895 and was a three-wheeled motorcycle, proba-
bly made in France. It is unknown when the first Ameri-
can motorcycle arrived in Greece, but the oldest ones
recorded are 1916 -1917 models. Harley Davidsons
have been recorded more frequently since 1927 and
an advertisement for the Harley Davidson dealership
in Greece appeared in the summer of 1928. Sever-
al Indians have also been recorded along with some
Hendersons, ACEs and Reading Standards, which
complement the range of American motorcycles during
interwar period in Greece. Motorcycles made in USA
came second in imports, after the British ones, ap-
pearing mainly with sidecar. Although more expensive,
American motorcycles were powerful enough and were
better preferred for sidecar use. The majority of motor-
cycles used for races at the time were European racing
models, but some Harley-Davidsons and Indians par-
ticipated in the races, mainly in the sidecar category.

(Photo from the book “THE HISTORY OF MOTORCYCLE IN GREECE 1895-1944 )
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Mia Harley Davidson V ota 1€An Tng dekaeTiag Tou 30.
(Pwroypapia atd 10 BIBAIo «H MOTOZYKAETA ZTHN EAAAAA 1895-1944y)

AHarley DavidsonV, ca. late 1930s.
(Photo from the book “THE HISTORY OF MOTORCYCLE IN GREECE 1895-1944 ")

Mia Harley Davidson V tng HAekTpiknig ETaipiag ABnvwv Meipaiwg (HEAT) ota TéAn Tng dekaeTiag Tou 30.
(Pwroypagia amo 1o BiAIo «<H MOTOZYKAETA XTHN EANAAA 1895-1944x)

AHarley Davidson V of the Athens Piraeus Electric Company (HEAP) ca late 1930s.
(Photo from the book “THE HISTORY OF MOTORCYCLE IN GREECE 1895-1944 ")
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>mnv Tmepiodo 30-35 n Harley Davidson Atav o
KUPIOG TTPOPNBEUTAG yia Tov XTpaTd Kal TNV AGTUVO-
Mia. Zuykekpipéva n Xwpo@uAakr kal n AcTuvouia
MéAewv eixe mpounBeutei Harley Davidson oeipdg
J kai V. Mia 181aitepdétnta eival Ta 816éaia sidecars
Tou @opéBnkav aTig Harley Davidson tng Xwpogu-
AakAg. Ta d16éoia kaAdBia Tng Gulding xpnoipotroin-
Bnkav Kupiwg oTnv Eupwtrn Kai gival yevika dyvwoTa
TNV Apepikn. EkTdg ammd tnv EAAnVIKr Xwpo@uAakn,
£XEI KATAYPAPE N XPAON TOUg aTTé TNV TTOPTOYAAIKN)
MupooBeoTikA kal oav Tagi otnv ITaAia. O EAAnVIKSG
>1paTog eixe 30 Harley Davidson oeipdg V solo kai 30
Harley Davidson oeipdg V pe sidecar. Me tnv kripugn
Tou TTOAépOoU ol TToAITIKEG Harley Davidson rjtav atmo
KUPIEG ETTITAYUEVEG JOTOOUKAETEG TTOU XPNOIUOTIOIN-
Onkav OTO PETWTTO KAl EPAVICOVTAI GE QUTOYPAPIEG
atnv AABavia.

During the ‘30-'35 period, Harley Davidson was the
main supplier of the Armed Forces and the Police. Spe-
cifically, Greek Gendarmerie and City Police purchased
Harley Davidson J and V series. A special feature was
Gendarmerie’s Harley Davidson equipped with Guld-
ing two-seater sidecars. These special side cars were
mainly used in Europe and are generally unknown in
America. Apart from the Greek Gendarmerie, their use
has been recorded at the Portuguese Fire Brigade and
as taxis in ltaly. The Greek Army used 30 Harley David-
son V series solos and 30 Harley Davidson V series with
sidecar. With the declaration of war with Italy in 1940,
Harley Davidson civilian models were mainly the reg-
uisitioned motorcycles used at the front, as shown in
photographs in Albania.

Mia Harley Davidson JD Tng Xwpo@uAakng pe d18éoio kaAddi Tng Gulding .
(PwTtoypagia ad 1o BiBAio «<H MOTOZYKAETA ZTHN EAAAAA 1895-1944 )

A Gendarmerie Harley Davidson JD with a Gulding two-seater side car.
(Photo from the book “THE HISTORY OF MOTORCYCLE IN GREECE 1895-1944 ")

#2|ceson 2021|oldtimerbulgaria



Mia Harley Davidson VMG Tou EAAnvikoU Z1paTou.
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(Pwroypagia até 1o «<H MOTOSYKAETA STHN EAAAAA 1895-1944)

AHarley Davidson VMG of the Greek Army.

(Photo from “THE HISTORY OF MOTORCYCLE IN GREECE 1895-1944 ")

Me 10 T€AOG Tou TTOAEpOU KaTaypdgovTal Indian 741
kai Harley Davidson WLA o€ xprion amé Tov EpuBpo
>1aupd. Tnv TTpwTn TTEPIOdO PETA TOV TTOAEUO N EA-
A&da atékTnoe Kupiwg Bpetavikd eComAIoNS. Me 1o
Adypa Tpoupav ol HIMA avTikatéotnoav Tn Bpetavia
OTn XOPrynon OIKOVOUIKAG KOl GTPATIWTIKAG BonBgiag
TTPOG TIG EAANVIKEG KUBEPVOEIG TIPOKEIUEVOU VA KEP-
onBei o EpgpuAiog ToAepog. MNipw oTo 1948 oTa TAai-
Ol TNG QUEPIKAVIKAG BonBelag apxioav va €pxeTal
ato TG HIMA évag peydAog apiBudg, iowg mavw amod
2000 Harley Davidson WLA. Apyotepa o EAANvIkGg
>TpaTOG ATTEKTNOE £TTIONG £vav PIKPO aplBud Harley
Davidson Sportster. Tnv dekaeTia Tou 60 H AoTuvopia
Kal Xwpo@uAakr) ekTog atmd Harley Davidson WLA
atrékTnoav Kal éva apiBué amé Harley Davidson Duo
Glide kai apyotepa Harley Davidson Electra Glide.
H teAeutaia rpopnBeia éyive 1o 1971. Kdmoieg atmod
TiG Harley Davidson éugivav o€ utrnpecia €wg Kail 1o
1985.

By the end of the war, Indian 741 and Harley David-
son WLAwere recorded in use by the Red Cross. In the
first post-war period, Greece was supplied mainly with
British vehicles, arms and machinery, as reconstruction
aid. Under the Truman Doctrine, the United States re-
placed Britain in providing financial and military assis-
tance to Greek governments, in order to win the Civil
War. Around 1948, as part of the military aid, a large
number of Harley Davidson WLA, perhaps over 2.000,
arrived from the United States. Later on, the Greek
Army also acquired a small number of Harley Davidson
Sportster. In the 1960s the Police and the Greek Gen-
darmerie acquired a number of Harley Davidson Duo
Glide and later on Harley Davidson Electra Glide, in
addition to the Harley Davidson WLA. The last purchase
took places in 1971. Some of the Harley Davidsons re-
mained in service until 1985.
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Mia Harley Davidson WLA 1ou EAAnvikoU Z1patou. (Pwtoypagia: Mpoowtikd Apxeio)

AHarley Davidson WLA of the Hellenic Army. (Photo: Personal Archive)
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MapéAaon otpaTtiwTikwyv Harley Davidson WLA.
(Pwtoypagia: MpoowTrkd Apxeio)

v auyxpovn EAAGSa Aiyeg amd TIg TTpOTTO-
AEUIKEG POTOOUKAETEG emiBiwoav. Me Tnv évapén
Tou TTOAépou T0 1940 oI TTEPICOOTEPEG MOTOOUKAE-
TEG EMTAXTNKAV. MéTQ G€ QUTEG Ol AUEPIKAVIKEG HO-
TOOUKAETEG TTOU NTav PEYAAOU KuBIoPoU Kal pe side
car mpoTiuABnkav. MoAAég atmd autég paAioTa ATav
Harley Davidson model V 1rou T€TOIEG €iXe KaI 0 EA-
ANVIKOG 21paTdG. To peEyOAUTEPO PEPOG OTTO TIG ETTI-
TAYMEVEG POTOOUKAETEG KOTOOTPAPNKE €iTE KATA TNV
OIGPKEIO TOU TTOAEUOU EITE yIa VA PNV TTECEI OTA XEPIT
TOU £XBp0oU. Aiyeg aTTO TIG JOTOGUKAETEG TNG TTEPIODOU
auTAG Bpébnkav kal atrokataoTddnkav ammd evBou-
a1wdEIG PIAoUG TNG KAAOTIKAG MOTOGUKAETOG. Méoa
O€ QUTEG €ival KATTOIEG QUEPIKAVIKEG, KUpiwg Harley
Davidson kai Indian. O1 ToAAég Harley Davidson trou
uTTNPETNOAV  PETATTIOAEUIKG OTOov EAANVIKG ZTpaTd
otnv Xwpo®uAakr kai AcgTuvopia OAswv, TTOUAR-
Onkav og dnuotpacieg kal katéAnéav oTta xépia 191
WTWV. To peyaAlTeEPO PEPOG TOUG OUWG OYOPAOTNKE
ylo okpaTr Kal KatéAnge ota xutApia. Mepikég ekarto-
vTAadeG KaTéEANEav o€ OIAPOPES EUPWTTAIKEG XWPEG.
YTTApXel Kal  €vaG OUYKPITIKA HIKPOG aplBuég TTou
éueivav ota xépia EAAAvVwY Kal atrokaTaoTadnkav.

Harley Davidson WLA military parade.
(Photo: Personal Archive)

Only a few pre-war motorcycles survived in modern
Greece. With the start of the war in 1940, most civilian
motorcycles were requisitioned. Larger, American mo-
torcycles, equipped with side car were preferred ver-
sus European ones. In fact, many of them were Harley
Davidson V model, like the ones used by the Greek
Army. Most of the requisitioned motorcycles were de-
stroyed during the war in battle or by the Greek Army to
avoid their use by the enemy. Only a few of these mo-
torcycles survived the war and were restored decades
later by classic motorcycle enthusiasts. Among them
are some American ones, mainly Harley Davidson and
Indian. Most of post-war Harley Davidsons used by the
Greek Army, the Greek Gendarmerie and the City Police
were sold at auction and ended up in private hands.
Unfortunately, they were bought mostly for scrap and
the majority were driven in foundries. Several hundreds
were sold in various European countries. There is also
a relatively small number that remained in Greece and
were restored.
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BEAHTITHO®
TONTIEMOE
KAINGTOMIA

H Indian Powerplass Tou 1916 €ixe apiBud kukAogopiag A342. Mia potooukAéta Tou EAAnvikou Mouaoegiou MoTo-
oukAétag “Motorcycle Aepublik”.

The 1916 Indian Powerplass had registration number A342. A motorcycle of the Hellenic
Motorcycle Museum “Motorcycle Aepublik”.

Mia Harley-Davidson JD 1rou Bpébnke oTnv EAAGSa peTd Tnv atTokatdoTacr] TnG.
(Pwroypagia: MNavvng Eepaipidng)

AHarley-Davidson JD found in Greece, after its restoration.
(Photo: Yiannis Efraimidis)
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H omavia Indian junior scout BpéBnke o€ auth TNV KaTdoTaON.

Arare Indian Junior Scout found in this condition.

H Harley-Davidson model V 11ou €ixe apiBud kukAogopiag A733 emBiwoe o€ auTth TNV KATAOTAON. ATTOKOTAOTA-
Onke kai gival n 8e§IG HOTOOUKAETA (ME TO VOUUEPO 17) OTNV KATW PwToypaia.

This Harley-Davidson Model V, which had registration number A733, survived in this condi-
tion. It was restored and it is the motorcycle in the right (with number 17) in the photo below.
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Kai o1 Tpeig poTooukAéTEG BpéBnkav aTnv EAAGDa. ESw peTd ThV atmokatdoTacn Toug o€ aywva Tng EAANVIKAg
Néoxng Khaoaoiking MotooikAétag. (Pwroypagia: MNavvng E@paipidng)

All three motorcycles were found in Greece. Here, after their restoration, during a race of the
Greek Classic Motorcycle Club. (Photo: Yiannis Ephraimidis)

Mia Harley Davidson WLA Tou EAAnvIKoU ZTpaToU o€ 81adIkaaia ouvTnenTIKAG aTToKaTtdoTaong. Ta KOKKIVA Ypau-
paTta oTo VTETOJITo gival atrd TV diadikaaia TAsioTnpiaguol. H potooukAéTa avikel oto EAANvIkK6 Moucegio MoTo-
oukAétag “Motorcycle Aepublik”.

AHarley Davidson WLA of the Greek Army in the process of conservative restoration. The red letters on the tank are there
from the auction process. The motorcycle belongs to the Hellenic Motorcycle Museum “Motorcycle Aepublik”.
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A6 10 «Hand shift rally» Tou diopyavwvel n EAAnvikA Aéoxn KAaooikig MoTOGIKAETAG Kal TTaipvouv JEPOG HOVO
KAQOOIKEG AUEPIKAVIKEG HOTOOUKAETEG.
(Pwroypagia: MNavvng E@paipidng)

From the “Hand Shift Rally” organized by the Greek Classic Motorcycle Club, in which and
only classic American motorcycles take part.
(Photo: Yiannis Efraimidis)
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